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SMU engineering seeks gender parity

The Southern Methodlst Uni-

ah'eathrmachedgenderpanty,

mt engmegnng schools”’ corporate

proéession by
variety of ideas to create innova-
tion and increase competitive-

ml;mpeloentofun-'

tlon, only 165 pemmt of students
receiving engineering doctoral
degrees in 1999-2000 were
worefi.

In comparison, 51 percent of
students entering medical school
in 2002 were women and 49 per-
cent of students entering law
school in 2002 were women.

Szygenda said SMU is the ideal
location to become the first engi-

neering school in the nation with
gender parity because it already
has nearly 30 female stu-

yond” earriculien

The Institute for Engmeermg
Education at SMU, which was
created. in 2001 to fac:lltate col-

'menewmltiativeatSMUgow
mmtotherenginew-

in the country are do-

ing. Texas A&M University has
setagoalofreachmgsobx;ement

i . cw o
a goal of reachmg 25 percent
women in engmeenng ‘in five

Morethan'lostudents,ﬁculty
comuunity leaders

attended a kick-off meeting for

SMU’s néw initiative in

Septemi
nts. learned: about

of the new initiative,

which include working with stu-.

dents in grades K-12 to generate

nology, developing marketing
strategies to attract women to en-
gineering school, offering cur-
riculum enhancements that. ap-
peal to women, and providing

systems and professional

support
development opportunities for .

women.
The new initiative is being led
by Betsy Willis, director of stu-

Jaw students to
skills earlier in their academic ca-

dentprommsandouh'eachfor
the SMU School of Engineering,
WilhsholdsaPh.D mengmeerj

i ’Addlngmajors

Willis said the SMU School of
Engineering plans to further en-
hanceltsclmculum%addmg
new majors such as a

, engmeermgandﬂlearts,offenng

service learning courses that al-
apply engineering

reers and encouraging eer-
ing students to participate in al-
ternative spring bireak projects in
which they could use engineering
skills to help society.

“Women are very interested in

‘the helpmg component of engi-

neering,” Willis said. “Curriculum
‘enhancements such as service

,Jearning courses and alternative

spring break will let students see

.howthexrengmeenngskﬂlsmn

mterestmengmeenngandtech—i;' pact people’s lives.

Track success

Willis plans to carefully track
thesuceessofthemmahveand

pari
program is established at SMU,
the school plans to share it with
other universities as quickly as




